
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For 
April 22, 2021
Remote meeting
I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Troy Wilson called the remote meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Troy Wilson, Alyssa Heagy, Mary LaSalle,  Wendy Sienknecht, and BJ Sperber. Clerk/Treasurer Kynda Browning, Jeff Myers, John and Eliza Teague, and Danika Williams were also in attendance.
II. PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION: Matt Morkert said we need a public meeting for the lift station loan. There were several points to discuss regarding the project to meet new EPA public participation requirements.  Matt Morkert discussed the alternatives to the proposed project which included the following: rehabbing the existing crossing which would be $50,000 or more, and we would still have to replace the lift station in the future, using new crossing installed under a previous I/I project and constructing the new lift station, or not completing the project at all.  Rehabbing the existing crossing would only be a temporary solution, and the new lift station is needed regardless of which crossing was used.  Discussion ensued regarding the environmental and economic impacts that the alternatives would have.  Each of the alternatives has the same environmental impact.  Regardless of the alternative chosen, a new lift station is required on site and in the location proposed.  The existing lift station cannot be rehabilitated as it is too dilapidated to be of any further use.  Economically, the proposed project is the best and cheapest option available.  It will be a $500,000.00 loan.  The DOE loan terms are at worst, a 20-year loan paid back by the 420 rate payers in the city.  That equates to about $5.00 a month per rate payer. The city has been increasing rates progressively over the last few years to pay for projects like these, and this project will likely not require an additional $5.00 increase over the progressive rate increases already enacted.  The community had a chance to comment on the project. No one had any comments. Alyssa Heagy sat in a presentation from IACC infrastructure and discussed it with the council. 
Matt Morkert said the Spokane Tribe will do a new cultural resources survey for the Lift Station Project. Given the lead time on equipment, we will need to wait until next summer to do the project.
III. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  We went into an executive session to discuss a legal matter for 15 minutes at 7:27 P.M.  We returned to regular session at 7:42.  
Roy Schulz entered the meeting at this time.
IV. CORRESPONDENCE: There was none.
V. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  CRIME COMMITTEE: We sent the information to Mike Bogenreif to handle this.

B.  LETTER TO RAILROAD: We will discuss this when we can meet in person.

C.  PARKING IN DOWNTOWN AREA: We haven't heard anything back from David 



Dembowski.

D.  BURN PILE: This will be discussed at the May meeting. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS:

A.  TRESTLE: John Jaeger was not in attendance.  

B.  NOXIOUS WEEDS: There was discussion about the weeds along the creek.  The mayor 
said we will send a letter to the railroad telling them they have 30 days to take care of the weeds, 
or we will treat them and charge the railroad for the cost. The council asked Browning to find out 
if we can burn the weeds along the creek.
C.  VARIANCE FOR JOHN AND ELIZA TEAGUE:  John Teague explained that he would like to have a variance to build a garage.  The alley is unimproved next to their property. Dave Tysz said it will never be used as an alleyway. After discussion Alyssa Heagy made a motion to grant a 5-foot setback variance for back of the Teague property.  Dave Tysz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
D.  SET WAGE FOR CLEANING COMMUNITY CENTER: Alyssa Heagy made a motion to set the cleaning fee at $15.00 an hour for cleaning the community center and pay the existing employees the same wage. Wendy Sienknecht seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
E.  INTERNET AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER:  Some of the people who will be using the community center will need use of the Internet.  We will ask the local internet companies for prices and see what it will be.  We will present the information at the next meeting.

F.  SUMMER HELP: Wendy Sienknecht made a motion to hire summer help for $13.69 per hour, up to $6000 for the summer, unless we find someone through Rural Resources.  Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.

G.  DOWNTOWN PARK UPDATES - HELP FOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Mary LaSalle said the Chamber of Commerce and the Park and Rec would like to add a table and flag pole, update benches, plant flowers and trees, and paint the fence at the Memorial Park downtown. Mary LaSalle will get more information. 
The mayor said we need to look at hiring someone to learn Kevin Turnbough’s and Duane Groom's jobs. Alyssa Heagy suggested getting in on the apprentice program the state pays for. 

H. SET WAGE FOR EQUIPMENT OPERATOR FOR SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT:

There was discussion about hiring someone to run an excavator for the city during the sewer line replacement project.  Wendy Sienknecht asked that we open up the job; and find out if this is a prevailing wage job.  BJ made a motion to pay the operator $25.00 an hour unless we are required to pay prevailing wage. Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.

I.  COMMUNITY CENTER PROTOCOL: We will research this and discuss it at the May meeting.

J. SETBACK CONSIDERATIONS:  We will discuss this at the May meeting. 
VII.
REPORTS: 


A.  MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Wilson said we will make sure not to plan a meeting during Spring Break next year.

B.   CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: We will just have the second meeting in May.
  C.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Alyssa Heagy said she attended the small cities advisory 

 
 committee and suggested the council start attending the meetings remotely for council members. 
  D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.
IX.
CONSENT AGENDA:
A. March 1, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: Dave Tysz made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 1, 2021, meeting as presented. Wendy Sienknecht seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
B. APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT: Dave Tysz made a motion to pay EFT payroll checks and check number 15125 through 15129, 15132 through 15136, 15150 and 15151, 15176 through 15189 in the amount of $45,823.15, including voided check numbers 15124, 15130 and 15131 and EFT check and check number 15137 through 15149, 15152 through 15175, and 15190 through 15213 in the amount of $59,532.80 as presented. Wendy Sienknecht seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.  

X.
ADJOURNMENT: Dave Tysz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 P.M. Wendy Sienknecht seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.        
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