
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For June 21, 2021
I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Troy Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Troy Wilson, Alyssa Heagy, John Jaeger, Roy Schulz, Wendy Sienknecht, BJ Sperber and Dave Tysz. Clerk/Treasurer Kynda Browning, Lydia Fletcher, Steve Haxton, Threasa Raines, and Joe and Laura Sanders were also in attendance.
II. PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION: We received information from Eric Hanson about the buildings that belonged to Keith Andersson.
III. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Threasa Raines asked about the 25 m.p.h. radar speed sign. Mayor Wilson said we had it on a sign post we didn't own, and we will move it to the Farmington Road. Joe Sanders was in attendance and talked about people speeding on the Farmington Road. John Jaeger made a motion to move the radar sign around. BJ Sperber seconded the motion. Alyssa Heagy and Wendy Sienknecht voted no. BJ Sperber, Dave Tysz, Roy Schulz and John Jaeger voted yes. The motion passed. Joe Sander also complained about the weeds in the neighbor's yard. 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE: There was none.
V. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  LETTER TO RAILROAD: John Jaeger sent the council a letter about the railroad.  He 
talked to a Joe Schmick and he got a phone number to talk to them.  They would like the 
manager of the railroad to come to a meeting.

B.  PARKING IN DOWNTOWN AREA: Browning reported she talked to Eric Hanson, and 
he said the lot at the Dorsey building will not be available, but we might be able to trade the 
owner 
for the money they owe us for tearing down the building on the corner of Main and 
Crosby. There was discussion about what to do for additional parking.  Browning will notify 
residents that have more than two cars parked in front of their home and ask them to consider 
parking in a different location.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  CONTRACT AND RESOLUTION FOR LIFT STATION AT TREATMENT PLANT:

Alyssa Heagy made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 21-02 as presented approving the loan 
with the Department of Ecology for $500,000.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council 
members voted yes.  Browning presented the contract with the Department of Ecology for the lift 
station loan. Roy Schulz made a motion to accept the contract as presented.  Alyssa Heagy 
seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.    

B.  COVID GRANT APPROVAL AND EXPENDITURE: We received a COVID Grant for 
$223,039.00.  We will get half of the money this year, and half next year.  The mayor suggested 
a generator on a trailer.  He also said we need to put a new sewer line and manhole from the 
Retirement Center and the Care Center. They will have Duane Groom gather information for the 
cost of some of the suggested projects, and we will discuss it at the July meeting. After 
discussion, Roy Schulz made a motion to accept the Covid Grant. Wendy Sienknecht seconded 
the motion; all council members voted yes.
C.  THIRD MAINTENANCE PERSON:  Mayor Wilson said that we need a third person to train for the maintenance positions when Duane Groom and Kevin Turnbough retire. Wendy Sienknecht had questions. There was discussion. The council gave the mayor permission to start looking for a new employee.  
D.  DOWNTOWN PARK UPDATES - HELP FOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  Mary LaSalle was not in attendance.
E.  WATER/SEWER CONNECTIONS: Browning gave the council updated information for the water and sewer connections. They will review the information and we will discuss it at the July meeting.
F. PROCLAMATION: Alyssa Heagy made a motion to accept a proclamation for LGBTQ + Pride month in the City of Tekoa.  Wendy Sienknecht said she does not support it.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; Roy Schulz, John Jaeger, and Alyssa Heagy voted yes, BJ Sperber, Dave Tysz and Wendy Sienknecht voted no. Mayor Wilson voted yes. The motion passed.
VII.
REPORTS: 


A.  MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Wilson talked to Art Swannack, Whitman County Commissioner. He said the county received 1.8 million for sewer upgrades.  The City of Tekoa may get some of the money.  We will find out after their meeting how they chose to allocate the funds.

B.   CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: Browning did not have a report.
  C.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Alyssa Heagy said the Tekoa Beautification project has changed

  names to Community Beautification.  There was discussion.

 Wendy Sienknect said we need to put a street sign on the corner where the funeral home is 

   located. She asked if the railroad contractors said anything about the burn pile.
   John Jaeger said we need to put a thank-you in the newsletter for the people who donated their 

   time for Slippery Gulch, Leonarda Ramirez for the cleaning up the "Welcome" area, and Dave 
   Tysz for maintaining the burn pile   He also asked to put the date that fireworks are allowed in 

   Tekoa in the newsletter.
   Dave Tysz talked about our cemetery and said it would be nice if we have a columbarium.


 Roy Schulz said that the cemetery committee would like to have a cemetery manager paid for

   by the Cohen money.  He explained what they would be doing.  He is suggesting hiring Eliza

   Evans-Teague 5 hours a week to manage the cemetery upon approval of the committee. Roy

   Schulz made a motion to hire Eliza Evans-Teague for 4 or 5 hours a week to manage the 

   cemetery and to be paid from the Cohen Endowment.  Dave Tysz seconded the motion; all council 
   members voted yes.  
  D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.

  Roy Schulz made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 9:27 P.M. for 20 minutes to talk

  about personnel. Alyssa Heagy seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.  The 

  meeting reconvened at 9:45 P.M.
  Alyssa Heagy gave the Mayor her letter of resignation.  Roy Schulz made a motion, with regret,
  to accept her letter of resignation.  Dave Tysz seconded the motion; all council members voted

  yes.
IX.
CONSENT AGENDA:
A. May 17, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: Roy Schulz made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2021, meeting as presented. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
B. APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT: Roy Schulz made a motion to pay EFT payroll checks and check number 15281 through 15291 and 15310 through 15312 in the amount of $27,146.71 and EFT check and check number 15292 through 15309 and 15313 through 15333, in the amount of $81,509.36. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.  

X.
ADJOURNMENT: Roy Schulz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 P.M. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.        
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