
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For July 19, 2021

The council interviewed candidates for Alyssa Heagy's vacant council position at 6:30 P.M.
I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro-tempore Dave Tysz called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Dave Tysz, John Jaeger, Mary LaSalle, Roy Schulz, BJ Sperber and Clerk/Treasurer Kynda Browning. Matt Morkert and Jennifer Olson were in attendance remotely.  Shelly Ausmus, Lydia Fletcher and David Scott were in the audience.  
II. APPOINT NEW COUNCIL MEMBER: Dave Tysz made a motion to appoint Angie Rambo as the new council member.  John Jaeger seconded the motion; all council members voted yes. Angie Rambo was sworn in.
III. PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION:  Matt Morkert was in attendance remotely to talk to the council about the upcoming TIB grants that are due in August before the next meeting.  The two sidewalk projects we talked about are the sidewalk on Main Street and Highway 274 towards Pape’. BJ Sperber made a motion to apply to TIB to replace two blocks on Highway 274 and one-half block on Main Street where the Andersson building was removed.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes. BJ Sperber made a motion to apply to TIB to chip seal Broadway from Connell to Huff and Leslie from Warren to Park Street.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
Morkert said we are almost ready to go on the lift station project.  

Jennifer Olson talked about Healthy Tekoa Coalition.  They finished their end-of-year programs.  National Night Out is happening on August 3 from 6 to 8 P.M. at the Gymkanna Grounds. 

IV. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Shelly Ausmus reported on the library. They are now fully open. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE: There was none.
VI. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  LETTER TO RAILROAD: John Jaeger said he has been calling the railroad, with no 
response, so he would like us to write another letter to the railroad. We need to start charging for 
water and sewer since we haven’t heard from the railroad, and he said we need to contact the 
company that is cleaning up the property.  

Wendy Sienknecht joined the meeting at this time.


B.  PARKING IN DOWNTOWN AREA: Mayor Wilson contacted Paul Kimmel from Avista 


about the area next to the Avista building for parking.  The council asked that Eric Hanson attend 
the August meeting to talk about the downtown parking.

C.  BURN PILE: John Jaeger sent out a proposal about the burn pile and there was discussion.

D.  COVID GRANT EXPENDITURE:  We are waiting for information from the maintenance 
employees.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  VACANT HOMES/LOTS/LAWNS: John Jaeger said there are homes that are in disrepair 



and there are several homes with tall grass and weeds.  The council would like Mike Bogenreif 
to contact the owner of these homes.  

B.  DOWNTOWN PARK UPDATES - HELP FOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Mary 

LaSalle said that some of the downtown business owners are going to purchase lights for the 
park between the pharmacy and Homestead.

There was discussion and the council would like to have the roads graded at least 4 times a year.
C.  LEVY ON BALLOT FOR 2022: John Jaeger made a motion to run a levy for $50,000 for road improvements - Resolution No. 21-02.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
D.  AMEND BUDGET: Ordinance No. 862 was presented amending the budget. John Jaeger made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 862 as presented.  Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
E.  TIB GRANT APPLICATION: This was done earlier.
F.  SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN PUBLIC HEARING: John Jaeger made a motion to approve the six-year transportation plan and Resolution No. 21-03 as presented. Roy Schulz seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
The council asked that Browning contact Whitney Bloom about the status of her house.
G.  SEPTEMBER MEETING: The council changed the September meeting to September 13, 2021.
H.  WATER/SEWER CONNECTIONS: There was discussion. The council said we need to find out everyone who has a water and sewer connection and isn't being charged the improvement charge.  They will look at it and discuss it next month.
VII.
REPORTS: 


A.  MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Wilson was not in attendance.

B.   CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: Browning did not have a report.

 C.  COUNCIL REPORTS: Dave Tysz gave the council his resignation effective at the end of

  the meeting. 
  D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.

  Roy Schulz made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 9:31 P.M. for 30 minutes to talk

  about personnel. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.  The 

  meeting reconvened at 10:01 P.M.
IX.
CONSENT AGENDA:
A. June 21, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: Roy Schulz made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 21, 2021, meeting as presented. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.
B. APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT: Roy Schulz made a motion to pay EFT payroll checks and check number 15335 through 15347 and 15362 through 15364 in the amount of $35,377.41and EFT check and check numbers 15334, 15348 through 15361 and 15365 through 15385, in the amount of $52,722.52. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.  

X.
ADJOURNMENT: Roy Schulz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:02 P.M. BJ Sperber seconded the motion; all council members voted yes.        






           APPROVED:







________________________________







Dave Tysz - Mayor Pro-tempore 
ATTEST:
_______________________________
Kynda Browning – Clerk/Treasurer
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