
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, November 1, 2021
I.
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.  Council

members present at the meeting were Roy Schulz, Mary LaSalle, Angie Rambo, Shelly
 Ausmus, B.J. Sperber, Mayor Troy Wilson and Clerk/Treasurer Eliza Evans-Teague.

Additional attendees
were Lydia Fletcher and Mike Bogenreif.

II. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.      CORRESPONDENCE:  
IV.
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

A. Mike Bogenreif, Code Enforcement Officer, addressed the council regarding creating a municipal court in Tekoa, and how that might help handle traffic, dog, and other enforcement tickets. Eliza will call some municipalities and see how they set one up, cost estimates, etc.  Mike discussed with the council some different parking scenarios.  Shelley Ausmus moved to amend parking ordinances to the following: 

i.) Remove the west end of Henkle and Warren Streets, between Crosby and
                Ramsey Streets, from the downtown parking district. 


ii.) Change the downtown parking district hours of enforcement to 9 A.M.-5 P.M.,

    Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  
     Roy Schulz seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

B. Mike Bogenreif asked the council to have people call him with issues.  

         
 

V.    
OLD BUSINESS: 


A.  RAILROAD/ARENA:  This discussion was tabled as Shelly Ausmus had received only


      part of the documentation she requested, and that only as of today.

B.  PARKING IN DOWNTOWN AREA:  Please see “Comments from the Audience.”  


C.  DISCUSS WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION FEES: The council discussed fees


      related to water and sewer connections.  B.J. Sperber asked us to provide an estimate


      for a simple and a complicated install at the next council meeting.


D.  GENERATORS, TRUAX WELL AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT:


      Power City Electric was the low bidder in the sealed bid process for the Truax Well

      backup generator and the Wastewater Treatment Plant back-up generator.  Century

      West reviewed the bids for completeness and cost and recommended we award the bid

      to Power City Electric.  Roy Schulz motioned to accept the Truax Well and Wastewater

      Treatment Plant Generator bids for $84,135.00 and $82,850.00, respectively.  Formal

     acceptance of the bids will commence with the submittal of the bid proposal and

     acceptance of contracts by Power City Electric.   B.J. Sperber seconded the motion and

     the motion passed unanimously.  

E. CONSIDER CHANGING THE COUNCIL MEETING DATES IN JANUARY 2022:


     The council discussed changing the January 2022 Tekoa City Council meetings to

     1/10/22 and 1/24/2022.  Shelly Ausmus moved to change the dates as recommended.

     Angie Rambo seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A.  AMEND 2021 BUDGET: Roy Schulz moved to update Ordinance 863 to amend the budget.  Shelly Ausmus seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

B.  PRELIMINARY BUDGET HEARING: Eliza Evans-Teague introduced the


      Preliminary Budget for 2022.  There will be a budget workshop at 6 P.M., 


      November 15, 2021, to go over the budget, directly before the next council meeting.
C. ANNUAL WAGE INCREASES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES:  After discussion about the current cost of living adjustments, Roy Schulz moved to raise wages for employees to align with the Federal Cost of Living Adjustment at 5.9%.  B.J. Sperber seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

D.  APPROVE WAGES/SOLICIT CANDIDATES FOR SEASONAL CEMETERY


     WORK & THE COMMUNITY CENTER:  The Council decided we should post a


      solicitation for applications for cemetery and community center staff.  Roy Schulz


      moved to keep the wage the same for oncoming staff as for current staff, with the


      cemetery position at $18.00/hr. and community center cleaning staff at current 


      minimum wage rates.

VII.
REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Wilson let the council know of significant family health issues and that councilman Roy Schulz may have to step in if issues caused Wilson’s absence.

B.  CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: none

C. COUNCIL REPORTS: 


1. B.J. Sperber said several citizens had requested the burn pile be opened again.

 
2. Roy Schulz reported a letter from the Port of Whitman County expressing


    Interest in helping develop the infrastructure to allow more hangars at Willard

                Field.

    
 3. Shelly Ausmus reported the Little Free Library from Ruhl Park is not missing;


     just under repairs.


4. Wendy Sienknecht brought up council member filing deadlines and open council


    positions.  Perhaps the city clerk/treasurer could remind the community.
D. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:

VIII.
CONSENT AGENDA:

A. OCTOBER 18, 2021, MEETING MINUTES:  Roy Schulz moved to accept the minutes from October 18, 2021.  B.J. Sperber seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.


B.  APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT:
Roy Schulz moved to pay EFT payroll checks

      and check number 15517 through 15540 in the amount of $43,903.33 and check number
                  15541 through 15571, in the amount of $36,271.93. B.J. Sperber seconded the motion. 
                  The council passed the motion unanimously.

IX. 
ADJOURNMENT:    Roy Schulz moved to adjourn the meeting. B.J. Sperber seconded the motion.  Mayor Wilson closed the meeting at 9:32 P.M.                            






           APPROVED:







________________________________







Troy Wilson - Mayor 
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