
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, December 6, 2021
I.
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tempore Roy Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:00 
P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Mary LaSalle, Angie Rambo and  
Shelly Ausmus, along with Clerk/Treasurer Eliza Evans-Teague. Additional attendees
were Lydia Fletcher, Pete Martin, Pete Baljo, Jennifer Olson, Matt Morkert and Paul

Kimmel.

II. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Pro Tempore Roy Schulz led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.

IV.
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 


A. JOSH LOGAN: SEEKING WATER/SEWER BILL ADJUSTMENT:  Josh Logan petitioned the council for a reduction to his water/sewer bill.  The council discussed with the city clerk/treasurer and the attorney the state of the account.  Shelly Ausmus moved to reduce Josh’s bill by the amount our attorney recommended to abide by the law and not to be making any gift of public funds.  Mary LaSalle seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

B. MATT MORKERT: Reported that a TIB grant for sidewalk between Crosby and Broadway had been awarded to the city.  He also informed us that the Wastewater Treatment Plant Application was in, and Century West was tracking possible DOH 

grant funding.

C.  ERIC HANSEN:  The Keith Anderson building on Crosby St. was purchased, and we should be receiving the balance of the debt owed to the city on that property.


D.  PETE MARTIN: Gave an update on the trestle project.
IV.    
CORRESPONDENCE: 

A.  APRIL SHARPE: Emailed the city in support of a downtown resident parking pass.


B.  OPEN CITY COUNCIL POSITION LETTERS OF INTENT:  Letters from Pete Martin and Dave Tysz have been received to date.  The council will move on the appointments for open positions at the first council meeting in January 2022.
V.    
OLD BUSINESS: 


A.  RAILROAD/ARENA:
Angie Rambo will make some inquiries about wrapping things up at the Iron Horse Arena so the city can go forward.

B.  WATER/SEWER CONNECTION FEES:  Issue was tabled until more of the council was present.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS: 

A.  AMEND 2021 BUDGET:  Angie Rambo moved to amend the budget through Ordinance 864.  Shelly Ausmus seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

B.  FINAL BUDGET HEARING:  Mayor Pro-Tempore Schultz called the budget hearing to finalize the 2022 budget for City of Tekoa to order at 8:53 P.M. for ten minutes.  After discussion among the council, Shelly Ausmus moved to approve the final budget for 2022 through Ordinance 865.  Mary LaSalle seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The budget hearing adjourned at 9:03 P.M. 
VII.
REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORT: There is a ribbon cutting for the Port of Whitman County re: successful implementation of fiber-optic line in Whitman County at 10:30 A.M. on Thursday, December 9, 2021, at Tekoa Event Center.

B.  CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: Municipal Court: information re: a possible municipal court was relayed to the council.  Eric Hansen, city attorney, suggested we look into a contract with Whitman County for Municiple Court.  Eliza Evans-Teague will follow-up on this.  The interest of the council was asked about investing city funds through a different method than LGIP.  A presentation for January is a possibility, the council will talk about it Jan. 10, 2022.
C.  COUNCIL REPORTS:
Mary LaSalle, wants to develop a follow-up policy.


Shelly Ausmus brought up cars that don’t move.  It was resolved that the city should have the car ordinance that pertains to this in the next newsletter.    

D.  COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None.
VIII.
CONSENT AGENDA:

A. November 17, 2021, MEETING MINUTES:  Mary LaSalle moved to accept the minutes from November 17, 2021.  Angie Rambo seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.


B.  APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT:
Mary LaSalle moved to pay EFT payroll checks

      and check number 15573 through 15596 in the amount of $53,265.17 and check number
                  15597 through 15638 in the amount of $43,138.91. Angie Rambo seconded the motion. 
                  The council passed the motion unanimously.

IX. 
ADJOURNMENT:    Mary LaSalle moved to adjourn the meeting. Angie Rambo seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Pro-Tempore Schulz closed the meeting at 9:45 P.M.       
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